MUCUS.                                                                  C5&3

to be mixed in these cases, ^nd from which we know     Chap. I.
.no method of separating it completely.

Mucus is contained in the roots and leaves of a vast
number of plants. Almost all the bulbous roots and
fleshy leaves yield it. For example, the roots of the
Lyacinthus nonscriptus and the altlea qfficinalis; the
leaves of the althaea, of the mafoa syhestris, of "many of
they//r/, and of the greater number of the lichens ; the
seeds of flax, quinces, fenugrec, &cc.

The bulbs of the hyacinth contain so much mucus,
that when dried they may be employed as a substitute
for gum arabic. This xvas first made known to the
public by Mr Thomas Willis *. He afterwards found
that the roots of the vernal squill, the white lily, ccm-
frey, and Salop, might be employed also for similar
purposes f. A mucus may be extracted from most of
the stringy lichens, which likewise answers all the pur-
poses of-a solution of gwrru This was first ascertained
by Georgi, who published a dissertation on the sub-
ject in the Memoirs of the Petersburgh Academy for
1719 $. His experiments were repeated and varied by
Amoreux, who published the result of his trials in
1787 J. Hoffman also found abundance of gum in
many lichens [[. Lord Dundonald first thought of ap-

* Phil Mag. xv. 1803.                     \ Nicholson's Jour. ix. 233.
\ The lichens which he tried were chc fjrinaceus, glducusy ptysd&st
and pulatonarivs.
j The academy of Lyons had proposed a prize dissertati;.-n on the li-
chens in 1786. Three memoirs were approved of, and published by
them in 1787, written respectively by Wiikniet, Amoreu*, and Hoff-
man. The lichens examined by Amoreux, and f*-und to yield a gum,
Were the pulmonariust pranastri^ islend'tuSj fraxineus^ can'mus, caperatust
See his Memoir, p. 95.
If See his Memoir, p, 23, and passim<